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The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) South has announced that three
buildings in the South have won the prestigious RIBA South Conservation Award for
Architects 2008 in association with Symm & Co Ltd. Two schemes have been
awarded a Commendation. The RIBA South Conservation Award winners and
commendations will receive their accolades at a celebratory evening on 14 October
2008 at The National Film & Television School, Beaconsfield, an RIBA Award winner
this year. The winners of the 2008 RIBA Regional Awards and the Student Awards
from Oxford Brookes and The University of Portsmouth will also receive their awards
at the award ceremony in October.

The aim of the Awards is to reward excellence in conservation work and to showcase
the winning projects as examples to others. The Awards are open to any architect who
has completed a conservation project within the RIBA South region, which covers
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight and Oxfordshire. The
conservation work submitted for award entry was completed between 1 January 2003
and 31 December 2007 and was required to demonstrate adherence to well-
established principles of conservation repair.

There are four categories in the RIBA South Conservation Awards, though only one
category is judged each year. This year's category is for ‘New Building in an
Historic Setting’. The next three years’ categories are ‘Pure and Expert Repair’,
‘Extension/Alteration of an Historic Building’ and ‘Reuse of a Redundant Building’{}
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Work may be eligible for more than one category and can be entered more than once.
Winning schemes may also receive awards or commendations in more than one
category.

The judges, selected from eminent conservation specialists with different areas of

expertise, visited the six shortlisted schemes during July.

And the Winners of the RIBA South Conservation Awards in association with

Symm & Co Ltd are:

Oxfordshire

North Wall Arts Centre, St Edwards School, Oxford

Architect: Haworth Tompkins Ltd

Photographer: Helen Binet

Description: The North Wall is a new Arts Centre in Oxford. Built in the grounds of
St Edward's School, and shared in use by the school and town, it houses a flexible
300-seat theatre, a rehearsal space, dance studio and art gallery. The design unites an
ancient stone boundary wall, a Grade 2 listed Victorian former swimming pool and a
new building to form a carefully scaled streetscape to the public side and a new
courtyard to the school. Vernacular forms, contemporary detailing, and traditional but
unfamiliar materials emphasise the building's role as a place for innovation and
creativity within a sensitive historic environment.
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Rowstock Barn, Oxfordshire

Architect: Woodfield Brady Architects

Photographer: Woodfield Brady Architects

Description: Rowstock Barn links an early 18th century aisled barn with a new
contemporary structure to form a single individual residence. The original 3-bayed
barn is a fine example of the local timber-framed vernacular and was listed Grade 11 in
2004. The two buildings are connected by a simple low link which, like the bedroom
wing, is set half a storey below ground level. Whilst the two structures share simple
forms that reflect their agricultural heritage, the palette of materials that has been
selected is distinctly different. The barn’s thatch is re-instated and the walls clad in
untreated western red cedar boarding, whereas the new wing is detailed in a crisp
profiled metal cladding.

Headington Baptist Church, Oxford

Architect: David Grindley Architects

Photographer: David Grindley Architects

Description: Headington Baptist Church is a new building in the historic context of
the Old Headington Conservation Area. The building contributes to the streetscape
of the Old High Street. The design seeks to be a sensitive insertion into this historic
street scene whilst giving sufficient expression to its unique public function as a
Baptist Church. This balance has been achieved through both form and material.
The stair-tower, double-height entrance canopy and clerestory windows give clues to
its status and function whilst the use of ashlar Bath stone walls with oak panels relate
the building to its context, in particular, to the local parish church and priory opposite.
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The RIBA South Conservation Commendation for Architects 2008 in
association with Symm & Co Ltd is awarded to:

Oxfordshire

New House at 39 Radcliffe Road, Oxford

Architect: Hess Kincaid Leach

Photographer: Paul Leach

Description: In 2008 what was a pair of ‘three-bedroom semis’ became a terrace of
three. The development as a whole is a ‘Low Carbon’ sustainable development,
involving ‘PASSIV HAUS' solar design, in which the new house has been built to
strict criteria of green building. It is designed with an overarching commitment to
limiting carbon dioxide emissions. The existing house, No 39, has been redeveloped
in the same way, with external wall insulation, recycled and double glazed windows,
super-insulated loft, heat recovery ventilation, solar panels and under-floor heating.
The scheme has sought to conserve and replenish the aesthetic of the original, no
matter how minimal, as much as to address the demands of energy conservation and
housing need in our own time.

Berkshire

The Crown Inn, Playhatch, Reading
Architect: Brownhill Hayward Brown Architects
Photographer: Bob Crockett, Blue Matrix Photography

Page 4 of 4 4



RIBA

Description: The project provides 10 en-suite bedrooms in a detached annexe within
the grounds of the 16t Century Crown Inn. The bedrooms are sited on part of the
former beer garden to the south west of the Inn. The building is constructed using a
palette of traditional materials in a contemporary manner under a crisply detailed
modern roof. These complement the historical nature of the Inn, the village and the
conservation area.

Linda Mills, Regional Director, RIBA South said: “We congratulate the winners of this
year’s awards and the schemes which have been awarded a Commendation. We thank
all the architects and their clients for entering the awards and also extend our thanks

to the award judges and to Symm & Co Ltd for sponsoring the awards.”

The assessment criteria used by the judges included the ingenuity of design, the quality
of work, the quality of craftsmanship and materials used, the appropriateness and
honesty of the solution adopted and the extent to which the integrity of the existing

fabric was affected.

For more information or to request an entry form, please call Linda Mills, Regional
Director, RIBA South or Vicki Howe on 0118 969 8051, email:
riba.south@inst.riba.org or go to
wwwe.architecture.com/RIBASouthConservationAwards.

Ends
Notes to the editor:

1. Editors are kindly requested to acknowledge the architects of the shortlisted
schemes and the photographic credits supplied.
2. For high resolution images on the shortlisted schemes, media enquiries, or
interviews, please contact Carri Crook, Carisma Communications on 01842
815910 or email carri@carismacommunications.co.uk.
RIBA South consists of 1,600 registered architects and 300 registered practices.
4. The six schemes shortlisted for the RIBA South Conservation Awards were:
e New House at 39 Radcliffe Road, Oxford. Architect: Hess Kincaid
Leach.
* Headington Baptist Church, Oxford. Architect: David Grindley
Architects.
e Rowstock Barn, Oxfordshire. Architect: Woodfield Brady Architects
e North Wall Arts Centre, St Edwards School, Oxford. Architect:
Haworth Tompkins Ltd.
e Charters, Ascot. Architect: MMDS Ltd with The Design Studio.
e The Crown Inn, Playhatch, Reading. Architect: Brownhill Hayward
Brown Architects
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