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RTPI National Award Winner: Broads Authority Sustainability Guide.  
From left to right: Guide Booklet and CD ROM; Principles of Sustainable Design set out as a 
‘Checklist’ from the Guide. All images credited to LSI Architects LLP. Copyright Designs and 
Patents Act 1988: Reproduction is permitted providing authorship is credited. 
 

 

News Release 
 

For immediate release  
11th February 2008 

 
 

Sustainability Guide for the Broads Wins National RTPI Award 
 
 

A Sustainability Guide produced and designed by LSI Architects for the Broads 

Authority has been announced an RTPI (Royal Town Planning Institute) National 

Award Winner this week in the category ‘Rural Areas and the Natural Environment’.  

 

The annual RTPI Planning Awards are premier awards which have been running 

since 1978. They are for outstanding group achievement in town and country 

planning and celebrate the planning professions' contribution to the quality of life 

throughout the British Isles and Ireland.    

 

The award judges commented: “It is refreshing and inspirational to see a guide that 

tackles a complex subject in a simple but effective manner. ;..It is widely used in 

pre-application discussions and has proved to be a best seller locally and nationally 

via the web. It is certainly a model that should be adopted by others.” 

 

 

The awards recognise the diversity of planning achievement, whether in urban or 

rural areas, whether large or small in scale, whether involving new development or 
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regeneration and whether promoted by the public, private or community sectors.   

The awards look beyond purely physical outcomes to recognise innovative plans, 

processes, techniques, information systems, programmes of community involvement 

and improvements to public services. 

 

The awards ceremony took place on Thursday, 7th February 2008 at a London 

Hilton Hotel. 

 

This RTPI accolade follows the recent regional RICS (Royal Institute of Chartered 

Surveyors) Innovation Award in 2007 for the Broads Authority Sustainability Guide. 

Although the RICS Awards are for built environment projects, LSI Architects still 

entered the Sustainability Guide under the ‘Sustainability’ category as the guide 

would have an important impact upon the design of future buildings. The panel was 

so impressed with LSI Architects’ submission for the Sustainability category, they 

created a new ‘Innovation Award’ specifically for the Broads Authority Sustainability 

Design Guide.  

 

The Broads Authority commissioned the Sustainability Guide to help property owners 

and developers in making planning applications to meet the requirements for 

sustainability. Yet another example of the East of England leading the way for 

innovative thinking. 

 

Trevor Price, Principal Member of London and Norwich based LSI Architects, 

commented: “LSI Architects is delighted that the Sustainability Guide has won a 

second, prestigious award. Environmental Sustainable Design is a complex, 

technical subject that covers a range of issues such as land use, restriction of CO2 

emissions and pollution, minimising waste and transportation, water efficiency, 

biodiversity, and the promotion of user health and well-being.  These issues affect us 

all, and with the advent of global warming, this subject is hugely important. LSI 

Architects gained the commission for a Sustainability Guide for the Broads Authority 

because of our knowledge and expertise on this subject.  A major objective of the 

guide is that it can be read by lay people as well as design and construction 

professionals.” 

 

Mr Price concluded ”As a package the guide is a precious, accessible source of 

reference, which is intended to bring about an essential cultural change in the whole 

building design process.   We believe the guide is unique, innovative, and should 

continue to make a positive contribution to the environment and the community in the 

Broads for many years to come. “ 



 3 

 

The Guide covers all aspects of Sustainable Design, and was developed through 

research and consultation with key stakeholders from the Broads Authority. The 

guide is tailor made for the Broads Authority, relating to the topography, location and 

needs of The Broads. It is therefore written and graphically designed to be clear and 

easily understood.  The guide is incorporated in a DVD case, in a brochure form, and 

on a CD.  The CD enables the guide to be read in A4 format, and printed if 

necessary.  

 

Gillian Morgan, Broads Authority Director of Planning and Strategy, said: “The 

Broads is an unrivalled, naturally functioning wetland ecosystem of international 

natural and cultural importance. The risk of flooding is likely to increase in the light of 

climate change and sea-level rise. Despite the droughts we experience, our climate 

has become unpredictable and developers cannot ignore the risks of flooding and 

climate change. Buildings need to be designed with this in mind.” 

 

She continued:” The Broads Authority Sustainability Guide aims to suggest positive 

ways in which the built environment can complement the sustainable balance of the 

local environment. It also aims to educate, informally through the media, and formally 

through traditional building workshops. It has successfully raised awareness locally 

and we intend to spread the message to the rest of the UK. It is vital that we raise 

awareness not just in the local community but also with our visitors. Integration with 

local schools and their curricula means that sustainability will be seen as a priority by 

the next generation. The Broads Authority, in association with LSI Architects, is 

eager to promote this guide to all sectors of the community.” 

 

The guide’s objectives are both practical and ethical and demonstrate that buildings 

can contribute to biodiversity and a sustainable future by using natural, local 

resources and by creating suitable interventions within the landscape. The guide 

provides a useful checklist to use when commissioning or designing buildings to be 

sustainable with helpful icons which relate to specific topics such as ‘energy 

efficiency’ and the cost of the technology – from cheapest to most expensive. Four 

case studies are illustrated in the guide which demonstrate how the strategies of the 

guide can be implemented in four specific Broads topographies, namely Waterside, 

Hillside, Marshland and Boat Yard. The case studies highlight how combinations of 

sustainable technology can be used sensitively in different locations.  
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The Broads Authority Sustainability Guide can be bought from the Broads Authority’s 
offices at 18 Colegate, Norwich for £5.00, by phoning 01603 610734, or visiting 
www.broads-authority.gov.uk 
 
Ends 
 

For more information on the Broads Authority Sustainability Guide, images or 
an interview, contact LSI Press Consultant, Carri Crook, Tel: 01842 815910, 
Email: carri@carismacommunications.co.uk; or Broads Authority Press Officer 
Hilary Franzen, Tel: 01603 756034, email:hilary.franzen@broads-
authority.gov.uk.  
 
Notes to the Editor  

1. Award-winning LSI Architects has a strong sustainability ethos. The practice held a 
pioneering Sustainability Seminar in Norwich, Norfolk in September 2006 which 
demonstrated to the architecture and construction industry as well as the general 
public some of the measures we can all take – locally and nationally - to reduce 
carbon emissions and slow down climate change.  

2. LSI Architects LLP is based at The Old Drill Hall, 23a Cattle Market Street, Norwich. 
NR1 3DY. Tel: 01603 660711, Fax: 01603 623213 and at 70 Cowcross Street,  
Clerkenwell London EC1M 6EJ.Telephone 020 7278 1739, Fax 020 7278 9114; 
Web: www.LSIarchitects.co.uk. 

3. LSI Architects is amongst the most highly regarded design practices in Norfolk and 
the Eastern Region.  It is known generally within the Industry for professionalism and 
design quality and sustainable design, and by its clients for quality of service and 
cost effective solution.  LSI Architects main clients are corporate and public bodies 
with major sectors being: the workplace, retail, education, health and master 
planning.  LSI Architects is a practice of over 50 personnel, operating throughout the 
UK from its base in Norwich. 

4. Norwich and London based LSI Architects is an ISO 9001 and 14001 accredited 
practice and has secured a number of prestigious awards.   

5. All images are subject to the Copyright and Patents Act 1988: Reproduction is 
permitted providing authorship accredited to LSI Architects.  

6. The Broads Authority is a member of the National Park Family and the third largest 
navigation authority in the UK. It is responsible for the conservation, recreation, 
navigation and planning of the Broads, Britain's largest protected wetland, which has 
a wealth of rare wildlife within its 122 miles of inland waterways. 

 
 
 

 


